Guidelines for finding a research group andaresearch mentor

1. Exploreresearch groups to find something thatinterests you. Researchareasin chemistry atISU:
https://www.chem.iastate.edu/people/faculty(click on faculty links).
2. Whenyou’veidentified researchthatseems appealing to you, write an emailto the professorasking to meet with them.
3. Guidelines foremail correspondence withfaculty:
a. Writeaninformativesubjectline
b. Beformal
i. “Dear Prof.Snape” not “Hi Severus”
ii. Closewith Sincerely, Sincerely Yours, Respectfully, Respectfully Yours, etc..
iii. Inclosing:Useyour firstand last name.

c. Introduceyourself briefly: your yearand major.

d. Tell themwhyyouareinterested intheirresearch and howyoucameto beinterested intheirresearch.It’s
importantto letthemknowthatyou havea generalidea of whattype of researchthegroupis pursuing. If
applicable, letthem know what skills or knowledge you canbring to their group (beingexcited to do researchor
passionateto do research counts). If youanticipate that this research experience would be beneficial to your
career development, let them know how. If you are considering graduate school, let them know that this
experience would be helpful to your preparation for graduate school

e. General style

i. Usecompletesentencesand goodgrammar and make surethere’s no misspelled words.
ii. Besuccinct (keep theemail brief)
iii. Bepolite
f. Requestanappointment (or askifcouldvisit during their office hours)
g. Attachyour resume andunofficial transcript from AccessPlus

This website has sample emails and furthersuggestions that you might find useful: https://ugr.ue.ucsc.edu/email

Additionally:
e Reachoutto morethanoneprofessor—notevery facultymember will haveroomin their labs for a student.
e Ifyoudon’timmediately geta response from a facultymember, follow up withan emailin a week or so (upto threetimes).
Startlooking for research positions in groups NOW for next semester.
If you have noideas on who to approach, consider talking to your current chemistryinstructor(s) oracademicadvisers for
guidance—visit during office hours.

Research during the semester:
e |fyourresearch mentorhasfunding, you may beableto performresearch asan hourlyISU student employee.
e Youmay performresearchfor credit; typically, students are expected to bein thelab working 3 hours for every credit.

Research Credit:
Chem 299: Thisis more of an observational experience. Students taking Chem 299typically hang outinthelabandcan do routine
lab activities butaren’tassignedtheir own project.

Chem 399: For mostresearch groups, undergraduates are assignedto work with a graduate student who helps to trainthem. The
goal isto give undergraduates their own projectto work on (under the guidance of a graduate student). Students takingChem 399
areexpected to submita reportatthe end of the semester. Chem 399 counts as one of the two requiredadvanced chemistry
electives for the B.S. degree.

Chem 399 research experiences areimportant for the following reasons:

1. Theyprovideopportunity to learnhands-on researchskills and problem-solving skills that are applicable universally.
The graduate studentandresearchfaculty mentor can serve as references.
These experiences canhel pstudents obtain internships, summerresearch opportunities, and employment after graduation.
They arecriticalfor students wanting to go to graduate school.
They give students bound for professional school after graduation (law, pharmacy, medicine, etc.) experiences that
strengthen applications.
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Watch for emails from the chemistry department regarding scholarships for undergraduate research—these research scholarships
areregularlyawarded to students inChem 399,499, or 490.
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